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UKUTHULA 

ANDRE VAN DER MERWE 

NSBC CHANCEL CHOIR 


REFLECTIONS & WELCOME 
PASTOR MICHAEL WARE 


MY GOD IS SO HIGH 

NEGRO SPIRITUAL 

JONITA LATTIMORE & 

ELIZABETH NORMAN 

HE'S GOT THE 
WHOLE WORLD 

ARR. LINDSAY FREDRICKSON/LAROB K. PAYTON 

TRACIE DAVIS & _ 

CAMP ORCHESTRA 


FIVE MINUTE PAUSE 




PRECIOUS LORD 


ARR. ARNOLD SEVIER 

NBSC CHANCEL CHOIR 
FT. JONITA LATTIMORE 


REFLECTIONS 
DR. PEGGY GRIFFIN 


A CITY CALLED 
HEAVEN 

ARR. HALL JOHNSON 

LEAH DEXTER 

ALL NIGHT, ALL DAY 


NEGRO SPIRITUAL 

JONITA LATTIMORE & 

■ ELIZABETH NORMAN i 


REFLECTIONS 
LAROB K. PAYTON 


STAN STILL JDRDAN 


H.T. BURLEIGH 

TIANA SORENSON 


SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 

STEVE WALLAGE 

TIANA SORENSON, LEAH DEXTER, 

CAMEO HUMES, LAROB K. PAYTON 


SYDNEY GUILLAUME 

NBSC CHANCEL CHOIR 



Hearing in Color is dedicated to exposing its community to underrepresented and 
diminished music, stories and composers. Hearing in Color concerts highlight the 
work of emerging artists who are often overlooked in the traditional canon, and gives 
artistic license to people of marginalized cultures to curate and produce that work. 
Hearing in Color believes in the power of music to build community, and to comfort, 
embolden and inspire in the face of subjugation and oppression. 
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BROGRAM NOTES 


FROM LAROB K. PAYTON 


“Lord, how come me here?" The profundity of this question is very simple, yet in its context, ponders 
the more personal question of self. Considering the plight of those kidnapped from Africa, this question 
becomes both “how did I get here?” and the even more devastating “Lord, why me?" Thus, begins the 

soul-searching expedition of Africans to and in America. 

Negro Spirituals tell the story of a voyage to a promised land. A Journey Unsung, takes a look into the 
spiritual strength of a people ensnared in an inexorable place determined to find “home.” In some of 
our most cherished songs we find the wanderer “marching on till victory is won” and asking that “Jesus 
will walk with them. Songs like “Swing low, sweet chariot” and “Climbing High Mountains” share 
messages of triumph after a tumultuous voyage. These spirituals pay homage to the ancestors by 
professing the difficulties they faced, they acknowledge the trials that await on the roads ahead, 
declare victory knowing the destination is worth the strife. 

We open with “Ukuthula,” a South African prayer song for peace. The Xhosa/Zulu language highlights 
the deeply personal nature of this piece. Using just a few words, we ascribe ourselves victors no matter 
the road set ahead of us. This piece coupled with the ever-so-famous “Precious Lord”, centers us as we 

pray for guidance when the Journey gets rough. 

In a world premiere by composer Steve Wallace, “Spiritual Journey” takes three spirituals that offer 
insight into the mindsight of those displaced. The piece molds the songs into a conversation with self. 
It begins with the contemplative statement: “Soon I will be done” and arrives hearing the ancestors 

assurance that we will “be alright!” 

The steadfast choral feat “Kalinda” closes the concert, reminding us that we would not be here today 
had it not been for the power, strength, and faith of those who've gone before us. 

It is my hope that this concert provides a space for all to realize the absolute tenacity of a people 
determined to realize their hopes and their dreams against all odds. As Black History Month comes to a 
close tonight, take the time to reflect on the power of our ancestors, your connection with them, and 
your connection to the people around you. As your lives ebb and flow through good times and 
hardships - keep their spirit in your mind and in your heart. 


SPECIAL THANKS 



The NSBC Outreach Committee, The Hartman-Pickerill Family, The Lilly Endowment’s Young Adult 
Initiative, Susan and David Feiler, Pastor Michael Ware, Pastor Kathryn Ray, NSBC Chancel Choir, 
Tiana Sorenson, Leah Dexter, Jonita Lattimore, Elizabeth Norman - Sojourner, John A. Bitoy III, 
Steven Wallace, Emorja Roberson, Trade R. Davis, Nicole Besa, Mana Winkler, Sarah Kozak, Lisa 
Rogers Lee, Anna Kain-Brancato, Christopher Joyner, Randall E. Moore, Jared Esguerra, Cameo 
Humes, Warnell Berry, Mike Pope, Keanon Kyles, Patrick Rasmussen, Denell Covington, and Eric 

Wallbruchl 

I would like to especially thank North Shore Baptist Church, Maureen Smith, Scapi Magazine, Lynx 
Project, and Andre Coleman for their invaluable support of Hearing in Color 
And gratitude to the ancestors that have gone before us. May they always guide us with their 

spirits. 



UKUTHULA 


■ Ukuthula 

Ukubonga * 
Ukunqoba 

Kulomhlabawezono. 
Igazi like 
Jesu Unyenyez 

We find peace 
We give thanks 
We will conquer! 
in this sinful world 
Through the blood of Jesus 


PRECIOUS LORD 


Precious Lord, take my hand ■ 
lead me on, let me stand. 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night 
Lead me on to the light 
Take my hand. Lord, and lead me home. 

When my way grows drear 
Precious Lord, linger near 
When my life is almost gone 
At the river. Lord, I stand 
Guide my feet and hold my hand 
Take my hand. Lord, and lead me home. 


Mezanmi tande, wi se poun tande; 

Kalinda, jan ou ka kalinda, Se gran mesi kout | 

tanbou. 

Kalinda, jan ou ka kalinda, Ou te met byen 

banda... 

Se gran mesi kout tanbou, San li pata gin Kalinda. 

Oh, Ala bel, wi sa ta bel. 

Oh bel, oh bel. Si tout moun tekajwen tanbou. 
Ayibobo! Kalinda, Jan ou ka kalinda, 

Se gran mesi kout tanbou, 

Joumou pa donnin kalbas, Zannanna pa donnin 

pengwen; 

Tout bon bagay, se prodwi bon bagay. 

Tout sa ki byen, soti nan sa ki byen. 

Mesi kout tanbou, gran mesi kout tanbou. 

Ayibobo! 



Listen friends, yes you have to listen; 

Dance, the best way you can. 

It's thanks to the sounds of the drum. 
Dance, the best way you know how. 

You can dance as much as you can... 

It's thanks to the sounds of the drum. 

Oh, how beautiful 
Without which, there would not be any dancing. 
Oh how beautiful it would be. 

If everyone could find a drum. 

Ayibobo! 

Dance, the best way you know how. 

It's thanks to the sounds of the drum. 

The apple does not fall far from the tree; 

All good things derive from good things 
Thank you, drumbeats. 

It is thanks to the sounds of the drum. Ayibobo! 


Lord, I am grateful for all you ve done for me 
Your shadow was my safety 
When the winds blew me to and fro 
I know I can count on you 
To never lead me astray 
Thank you, For all you’ve done for me 
The road you made for me Is not always easy 
Even though my days may be rough 
God sticks by me when the going gets tough 
If this is what i have to do 
To make it to the Promised Land 
Lord i won't complain instead i’ll praise your 

name 

For all you’ve done for me! 

If I had ten thousand tongues I could not tell 

it all 

I’ve got to tell you 
Really want to tell you 
Thank you! 


T I A N A 


Tiana is looking forward to being involved with Hearing in Color and 
highlighting such important and relevant music. Wisconsin raised and 
currently Chicago based, Tiana Sorenson is a recent graduate of 
Northwestern University with her Master of Music in Voice and Opera. 
During her time there she studied with W. Stephen Smith, and worked 
with Donald Nally in the Bienen Contemporary Ensemble. 
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An avid vocal 
artist of new 
music, she has 
worked with 
Boston’s all¬ 
female Lorelei 
Ensemble, and 
in 2019 she 
joined Nally’s 
ensemble The 
Crossing for the 
world premiere 
of Julia Wolfe’s 
Fire In My 
Mouth at the 
New York 
Philharmonic. 



This coming June she will 
perform the role of the 
Nurse in Jeanine Tesori’s 
Blue in her debut role with 
Lyric Opera of Chicago 


She also covered 
the role of Pip in 
Jake Heggie’s 
Moby Dick this 
past year with 
Chicago Opera 
Theater. 
Previous roles 
include 
Coverness (Turn 
of the Screw), 
Zerlina (Don 
Ciovanni), the 
title role of 
Theodora, and 
Sa Femme (Le 
Pauvre Matelot).. 
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SORENSON 



LEAH 


Leah Dexter is excited to be returning to the Hearing in Color concert 
series as a soloist for the second year in a row. The 2018-19 and current 
season saw Ms. Dexter in the world premiere performances of Shore’s 
Freedom Ride with Chicago Opera Theater, a debut as alto soloist in 
Mahler’s Symphony Nr. 2 with Chicago Sinfonietta, soloist for South Shore 
Opera of Chicago’s 10th Anniversary Cala, and alto soloist in Tippett’s A 
Child of Our Time with University of Chicago Symphony and Chorus. 
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Upcoming 
engagements 
for the 2019-20 
season include 
the world 
premiere of 
Garrop/Dye’s 
The 

Transformation 
of Jane Doe 
with Chicago 
Opera Theater, 
and covering 
roles for Lyric 
Opera of 
Chicago/Lyric 
Unlimited’s 
production of 
Blue. 



A native of Detroit, Ms. 
Dexter studied violin, cello, 
and ballet for many years 
and received both her 
Bachelor and Master of 
Music degrees from the 
University of Michigan. 


Highlights of 
recent past 
seasons include 
Chicago Opera 
Theater’s Scarlet 
Ibis, a debut 
with Lyric Opera 
of Chicago in 
Porgy and Bess,, 
Rhoda and the 
Fossil Hunt with 
Lyric Opera of 
Chicago/Lyric 
Unlimited, and 
appearances 
with South 
Shore Opera in 
Kurt Weill's 
Seven Deadly 
Sins. 
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T R A C I E 


Trade Davis is thrilled to be featured as a Soloist for Hearing in Color’s 
2020 performance season. She was recently a lecturer alongside LaRob 
Payton for a Hearing in Color residency with Chicago Arts and Music 
Project where they taught students about the importance of the negro 
spiritual. As a culmination of their work together, she performed with 
CAMP at their MLK Day Celebration concert earlier this year. 
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Originally, from 
Pfiugerville, 
Texas, Trade 
has made an 
impression on 
audiences, 
teachers, and 
colleagues alike 
with her rich 
robust voice 
and heartfelt 
emotional 
performances, 
and is a fixture 
of the Chicago 
choral 
community. 



In addition to keeping busy 
as a freelance singer, you 
can find her spending time 
with loved ones, traveling, 
and enjoying the beautiful 
city of Chicago. 


Since earning her 
I M.M in Voice 
Performance from 
Roosevelt 
University’s 
Chicago College of 
Performing Arts, 
Davis has enjoyed 
performances with 
the Crant Park 
Chorus, Chicago A 
Cappella, The 
Edinburgh 
International 
Festival, The 
William Ferris 
Chorale, and 
Spirito! Singers. 
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ELIZABETH 

Elizabeth Norman has gained a reputation as an accomplished interpreter 
of contemporary composers. As a Winner of The Metropolitan Opera 
National Finals, The Lynn Harvey and Bel Canto Competitions, The 
American Opera Society and the Union League Civic and Arts foundation 
Awards, she appears annually with Symphonies in Chicago as well around 

the country. 
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Her active 
career ranges 
from full 
stage 

productions 
in theater to 
concert work, 
operas, solo 
recitals, 
chamber 
music 

performances 
, master 
classes to 
television and 
radio 

recordings. 



Ms. Norman holds a B.A. in Education & 
Voice from Morgan State University, 
Baltimore and a M.M. in Vocal 
Performance from DePaul University. 
Mrs. Norman-Sojourner is currently a 
Music Professor and Lecturer at Chicago 
State University in Chicago. 


Noted for her 
Mahler works, 
Norman annually 
performs 
Mahler’s Second, 
Fourth, and 
Eighth Z 
symphonies, both C/> 
Mozart and q 
B rahms ^ 
Requiems, Bach 
Cantatas and the ^ 
symphonic works 
of Strauss, Haydn, 
Barber, Copland, 
Villa Lobos and 
Orff. 


NORMAN 




Jonita Lattimore, Soprano, has received critical acclainn for her portrayals of 
operatic roles, symphonic concerts and recital appearances. Some of her 
highlights include the roles of Micaela form the opera CARMEN, 
Marguerite from FAUST, the world premiere of the role of Elizabeth Taylor 
in the opera JACKIE O, as well as the world premiere and recording of 


Ricky Ian Cordon’s ONLY HEAVEN 


She has been 
recognized by 
many 
distinguished 
organizations 
and won 


She has " 

made recital V 

appearances, V/ ^ ' || 

oratorio ■' ';j 

performance - 

Masterclasse 

s with major li % ^ 

orchestras, 

u n iversities “ L . “ 

Her performance career spans the globe 
as well as medium, having been featured 

United States widely on television as well as the stage. 

As an educator, Ms. Lattimore has taught 
on various levels, and presently teaches 
on the collegiate level where she is on the 
adjunct faculties of CCRA, and Columbia 

College. 


numerous C 
awards from 2 
Opera Index, the ^ 
MacAllister 
Awards, the 
Ceorge London ^ 
Foundation, and o 
the Birgit 
Nilsson and 
Luciano 
Ravarotti 
International 
Competitions 


and venues 
across the 


and abroad 


LATTI 




JOHN 


John Bitoy is a Chicago based pianist who started playing at the age of 
nine, and has had the opportunity of being able to perform solo recitals 
across the county. He has also done guest lectures and performances on 
Arabic music and minority representation in music at the University of 

Chicago and Smith College 
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He has an 

undergraduate 

piano 

performance 
degree at the 
University of 
Illinois at 
Urbana 
Champaign 
(UlUC), and 
masters 
degree at 
DePaul also in 
piano 

performance 



John is looking forward to 
joining Hearing in Color as 
featured accompanist on 
this concert! 


In addition to 
classical music, 
he also enjoys 
experimenting 
with other genres 
such as gospel. 
Jazz, neo soul, 
R&B, and pop. 
Recently, he had 
his orchestral 
debut as piano 
soloist with the 
Symphony of Oak 
Rark performing 
Rachmaninoffs 
Riano Concerto 
No. 2. 
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B I T O Y 



North Shore Baptist Church is a multi-racial, multi-language, inclusive 

community of faith. 

For over one hundred years. North Shore Baptist Church has welcomed, in 
the name of Christ, neighbors who have come to Chicago from all over the 
world. The result is a multicultural community that worships in four 
languages and is committed to our city and its needs. We are freedom- 
loving Baptists who respect and nurture each individual's unique journey 
toward God. Whether you have come to Chicago from the Philippines, 
Texas, Colombia, Puerto Rico, Milwaukee, Germany, Japan, Burma or have 
lived here all your life...you are warmly invited to grow in Christ and serve 

God with us. 

We're probably not what you think of when you hear "Baptist Church." We 
don't tell you what you must believe, or offer simple answers to life's 
tough questions. Instead, we are deeply rooted in the good news of God's 
love shown in Jesus Christ, and find in that foundation the strength and 
guidance we need to live in today's world. For generations the people of 
North Shore have wrestled with the challenging issues of the day and 
responded in faithful, progressive, and even surprising ways. As a result. 

North Shore Baptist Church is... 

A multicultural Christian community 
Engaged with the city 
Serving God around the world 
Inviting others on a Journey of faith 
Check out www.northshorebaptist.org to learn more! 

We hope you will Join us tomorrow as we draw on the inspiration and 
connection of this concert and live into those above stated values. 


